
The  

BUZZ WORD  

 

M A Y  2 0 1 5  V O L U M E  6 ,  I S S U E  5  

www.vvh.vermont.gov 

 

FULFILLING THE PROMISE 

Sometimes the Littlest Things  

Take up the Most Room in Your Heart 

--Winnie the Pooh 



DONATION INFORMATION 
 

Your donations are gratefully accepted.  Please make 
check out to Vermont Veteransô Home:  
 

Vermont Veteransô Home 
Business Office 
325 North Street 

Bennington, VT  05201 
 
Please indicate to which fund(s) you are donating: 
 

Members Assistance: 
 Directly to Veterans/Members 
  Furniture 
  Haircuts 
  Clothing 
  Other personal needs 
 

Namaste Program Fund:   
 Oils for relaxation 
 Supplies 
 Equipment 
 

Unrestricted Fund: 
 Facility equipment 
 Large purchase 
 

Activities Fund: 
 Entertainment 
 

Music & Memory Fund: 
 iPods 
 Headphones 
 iTunes cards 
 

THE BUZZ WORD 
 

Three ways for you to receive the Vermont Veteransô Home 
monthly newsletter: 

 

§ Vermont Veteransô Home website: 

www.vvh.vermont.gov 
 Click on About Our Home 
 Click on Newsletters 

 

§ Email 

 

§ Mailing List 

 
 
Please contact: 
 

The Buzz Word Editor 
Vermont Veteransô Home 
325 North Street 

Bennington, VT  05201 
 

(802) 447-6510 
 
 
Email: 

Barbara.Fitzgerald@state.vt.us 
  

The Deer 

We know you might be visiting with us now that the 

weather is nice. Please do not feed us junk food 

because it could cause serious health risk to the herd. 

We will however, enjoy some apples and bananas if 

you want to bring us a treat. 

The Fish 

 

VVH is extremely proud of 

Charron Pond and the 

beautiful trout that swim in it. 

It is nice to sit on the benches 

and take in all the beauty that 

surrounds the area.  

 

We just simply ask that no fishing of any kind be done 

in our pond (except during the fishing derbies or if you 

live at the VVH). Also, please do not feed the fish 

anything other than fish pellets. The pellets can be 

picked up at the receptionistsô desk during the hours of 

8:00 AM and 4:30 PM. 



 

 

 

The Vermont Veteransô Home was established in 

Bennington in 1884.  It is governed by a Board of 

Trustees appointed by the Governor.  The VVH 

offers a complete range of specialized care 

services for its residents.  VVH goals focus on 

insuring the dignity, independence, and the 

highest possible care and quality of life for each 

resident. 

 VVH is licensed to meet all levels of care for its 

residents and the VVHôs departments and staff 

work together to provide those levels of care. 

  

325 North Street  

Bennington, VT  05201  

 We are on the web  

http://vvh.vermont.gov  

For any Further Questions Please Contact: 

 

Mary Ryan, Executive Assistant 

mary.ryan@state.vt.us 

802-447-6523 

Melissa Jackson, CEO/Administrator 

447-6533 

melissa.jackson@state.vt.us 

 

Col. Al Faxon, COO/Deputy Administrator 

447-6544 

allan.faxon@state.vt.us 

 

Steven McClafferty, Business Manager 

447-2732 

Steven.mcclafferty@state.vt.us  

 

Christina Cullinane,  Director of Nursing 

447-6543  

christina.cullinane@state.vt.us 

 

Cindy Rankin, Food Service Director 

447-2815 

cindy.rankin@state.vt.us 

 

Michele Burgess, Activities Director 

447-6520 

michele.burgess@state.vt.us 

 

Christina Cosgrove, Social Services Director 

447-2792 

christina.cosgrove@state.vt.us 

 

Jon Endres, Environmental Services Director 

447-6528 

jon.endres@state.vt.us 

 

Patti Parker, Housekeeping and Laundry Supervisor 

447-2731 

patricia.parker@state.vt.us 

 

Suzanne Willard, Director of Rehab 

447-6548 

suzanne.willard@genesishcc.com 

 

Karen Divis, Quality Assurance Nurse 

447-2888 

karen.divis@state.vt.us 

 

Mary Hamilton, MDS Director 

379-5279 

mary.hamilton@state.vt.us  

 

Gary Yelle, Admissions Coordinator and  

Marketing Director 

447-6539 

gary.yelle@state.vt.us 

 
 

 

Administration and Department Directors 

 



Chaplainôs Corneré 
 

 

 

 

Howdy Folks, 
 

Something pretty neat is happening with our Bible study sessions that we hold every Thursday at 2:30 to 3:00 

P.M. While we still use the serendipity Bible as a medium to study Godôs word, weôve evolved into a sharing 

of our individual faiths, gifts, or interests which are of great interest to all. One of our participants shared the 

love for decorative eggs (those Russian Faberge), and another person shared an 85 year old photo of a Sunday 

School class called Tom Thumb Wedding. 

 

It is amazing how memories come to the surface in our gatherings. This is a bit like the paintings that some of 

the residents have displayed on the halls and in the Crispe room. 

 

Everyone is urged to come and share a hobby, gift or story that inspires others. God surely meant for us to 

share His blessings through memories and things we have done or are doing. It is a chance for us to share our 

faith through our favorite activities. 

 

Come, share with us and show or tell about your interests.  

 

God bless and pray for all our troops everywhere. 

 

Chaplain Ken 

 

 

 

Resolution Reading 

On 15 April 2015, World War II Veterans were honored 

for their faithful service in defense of our Nation at the 

Vermont State House in a special resolution reading.  Two 

Veterans from The Vermont Veteransô Home attended the 

event; Willi Rondeau, U.S. Army Air Corp who served in 

the Pacific-Tarawa area of operations, and Joe Parks who 

served with the U.S. Army in Europe and received a 

Purple Heart for injuryôs suffered in Germany.  The 

Vermont Veteransô Home would like to thank every 

Veteran, past and present for their service to our Nation in 

both peace and war. 

ITôS 

BASKETBALL 

TIME 

A joy that is shared is a joy made double. 


